
A Year in the life of Lytchett 
Minster School 

August 2010  -  September 2011 



August 2010 
Andrew Elkins was placed 6th in the world in the Hammer event in the Youth Olympic Games in Singapore  

29% of students achieved A Grades at A Level  
99.7% of students in Year 13 pass their A Levels  
51% of students achieved A or B grades at A Level  

Value-added once again placed us in top 25% in the country for A level, AS level and BTEC  
All 16 students on our Level 2 one year sixth form course achieved the equivalent of 6 A*-C grades; many 

with the equivalent of A and A* 
6% of GCSE grades were at A*  

63% of students achieved 5+ A* - C including English and Maths at GCSE and placed us in the top 20% of 
schools nationally  

71% of students achieved 5 or more A* to C grades  
76 students out of 210 achieved 10+ A* - C grades at GCSE  
99% of students achieved 5+ A* - G grades at GCSE  

Jack Otter progressed to Cambridge University to study Engineering having gained Grade A* in 
Mathematics, Further Mathematics and Physics with a Grade A in Music Technology  

Amy Sandel progressed to Warwick University to study Law after securing Grade A* in Drama, Grade A in 
English and Philosophy and Ethics and Grade B in History  

Damien Leech secured Grade A in Mathematics, Further Mathematics and Physics with a Grade B in 
Chemistry and took up a place to study Physics at Bath University  

Josie Read guaranteed her place at Exeter University to study Sports Science after her Gap Year, having 
achieved Grade A* in Human Biology and Grade A in Psychology and PE  

Luke Davies secured 3 Grade A passes at A level in Spanish, PE and Psychology and progressed to 
Manchester University to study Spanish and Mandarin Chinese  

Sean Conway also achieved AAA at A level in Mathematics, Physics and Media and went on to study 
Physics at Bath University  

Sam Price achieved A* Grades in both History and English Literature with a Grade B in Psychology and 
moved on to Birmingham University to study History  

Rose Shannon progressed to Bristol, University of the West of England, to study Primary Education after 
securing an A Grade at A level in English Literature and Double Distinction (equivalent to 2 A grades) in 

the BTEC National Certificate in Health & Social Care 



October 
Eighty nine Year 11 Geographers collected fieldwork data for their controlled assessment work at Sandbanks 

and Studland 
60 Sixth Form students attended a media and theatre performance of “Forkbeard Fantasy” at the Lighthouse 

Theatre 
A number of students from Years 9 to 11 attended a careers presentation run by the Royal Navy  

Thirty Year 9 students visited Waitrose with links to topics they had studied in Food Technology as part of a 
Gifted and Talented programme 

The Police Safer Neighbourhood Team gave a presentation to students on staying safe on Bonfire Night 
Students participated in a number of sponsored events and raised over £1,389 in aid of Genes for Jeans 

Over 300 students proudly showed off their school at our annual Open Evening 
A number of Year 8 students took part in a baking photography competition as part of National Baking Week 

and the overall winner was Chloe Johnson (Year 8) for her selection of cupcakes 

 
November 

Six Sixth Form musicians performed at the Bere Regis First School Arts week 
Forty Year 9 English students attended a performance of “Romeo and Juliet” at the Lighthouse Theatre, a play 

that they went on to study later in the year 
All students in Year 9 experienced a series of workshops raising awareness of alcohol abuse, fire and rescue and 

safe schools entitled “Blitz” 
Eleven Year 12 BTEC Performing Arts students created “Drama in Education” workshops for students at 

Sandford Middle School on the theme of 'living in a diverse world' 

September 
Television producer, Claire Ward, visited the Year 13 BTEC Media group to inspire students about career 

opportunities in the media industries 
42 Sixth Form Drama students attended a performance of “Lysistrata”, one of their set texts, at the Canford 

School 
30 talented Drama students attended a professional workshop at the Lighthouse Theatre in preparation for 

their performance at the Shakespeare Schools Festival  
The Year 7 Readathon was launched and dozens of students entered a number of reading-related competitions 

and also raised money for charity 
Fifty two Year 11 Drama students attended a “Blood Brothers” performance at the Mayflower Theatre, 

Southampton 
All students in Year 8 carried out Geography fieldwork on the Jurassic Coast visiting Lulworth Cove and Chesil 

Beach 
Katie and Annabel Crawford (Year 8) sang live at the “Last Night at the Proms” in Hyde Park having made it 

through to the final group in the BBC “Big Performance” singing competition  
Twenty six Year 9 students started a 10 week programme of One to One Tuition in English and Mathematics to 

boost their individual levels of attainment in these Core Subjects 
 



December 
A number of Gault Prefects were rewarded with a bowling trip for their excellent team work and 

contribution 
25 Sixth Form students performed Christmas Carols to elderly residents at the Llewellyn Court and 
Turbary Court sheltered accommodation, an event organised by the Sixth Form Community Committee 

A number of students in Years 7, 8 and 9 performed in the “Nil By Mouth” Drama production 
70 students participated in the annual Carol Service at Lytchett Minster Church 
Over 100 students and the Staff Choir performed at the annual Christmas Concert 

A their Christmas Disco was attended by over 100 Year 7 students 
Work created by students studying A Level Textiles, Photography and Art was showcased in an exhibition 

entitled “Eureka” 
 

January  
Jess Burbidge competed in the Rotary Chef cooking competition 

Twenty two Year 7 students started a 10 week programme of One to One Tuition in English and 
Mathematics to boost their individual levels of attainment in these Core Subjects 

Twenty three Year 12 students visited the Jane Austin’s House Museum in Hampshire in preparation for 
their studies of the text “Pride and Prejudice”  

Twenty one Year 9 students sold baskets of Hyacinths which they had planted as part of their Horticulture 
studies 

Forty Year 12 Geographers visited Boscombe to investigate the development of a seaside resort and Barton-
On-Sea to conduct their fieldwork on coastal erosion  

Seven Year 12 students studying BTEC Media carried out their case study into the media industries at 
Wessex FM 

Our Year 9 Rugby team defeated the Purbeck School 17-10 in the Poole and East Dorset Rugby finals 
12 BTEC students visited the LA Fitness sports centre and Esporta Health club to study professional health 

screening complementing their Sports studies 
From writing CVs to interviews, all Year 10 students were put through their paces as they participated in 

mock interviews for Manor Plc run by local Rotarians 
A weekly “Guess the Element” competition for students was launched by the Science department as part of 

the International Year of Chemistry 
Our Under 16 Girls’ Football team defeated Poole High 3-2 in the County Cup 

12 students from the main school participated in the school heat of the “Yes Chef” cookery competition with 
the aim of showcasing their culinary skills 

A variety of charity events including cake stalls, games and a non-uniform day raised over £2,428 in aid of 
Children in Need 

Fifteen Year 13 students attended a Biology revision conference in London 
180 Year 9 students developed their Maths problem solving skills in the Enterprising Science Trading 

Challenge Roadshow 
13 Sixth Form students studying Food Technology gained an insight into the food industry and new product 

development at the Good Food Show at the NEC 
Staff and students raised over £350 in aid of the Poppy Appeal 

Our Year 8 Netball Team defeated Parkstone Grammar school 7 - 4 to become winners of the Poole Netball 
League 

Current and past Sixth Form students gathered for an Awards Afternoon to celebrate their academic 
successes 

6 school bands competed and entertained the audience in the Battle of the Bands competition, which was 
eventually won by 'Instant Karma', consisting of India Guest and Gabriel Fry from Year 11 
The Under 16 Girls’ Football Team defeated Thomas Hardye 4 – 0 in the County Cup 



March 
All Year 12 Level 2 BTEC students participated in the Students Speak Conference along with students from 

other local schools 
A number of Key Stage 3 students on the Gifted and Talented register participated in a dance workshop run 

by Pure Funk 
Six Year 7 students started a 10 week programme of One to One Tuition in Mathematics to boost their 

individual levels of attainment  
Sean Phippard (Year 10) and Jess Burbidge (Year 11) competed in the “Yes Chef” final at the Carlton Hotel 
Science week was launched with a series of experiments “that can’t be done in the lab”; students designed 

and built balloon-powered cars; and questioned science teachers in a “Beat the Scientist” event 
20 Kimmeridge students in Year 7 and 8 went on a reward trip to Splashdown to build house spirit 

All Year 10 students experienced the world of work when they undertook two weeks of work experience; 
some of the more unusual placements included working on a farm in Monmouthshire, flying in a helicopter 

with celebrities, joining the army for a week and working at Hope FM radio station. 
Seven Year 12 students competed in the first round of the Young Enterprise local area competition where 

they presented to over 100 local business people 
Twenty Year 8 Gifted and Talented students participated in the Computer Programming for Young 

Professionals workshop 
40 AS Level Scientists met with PhD Science students at the Poole and Bournemouth College to discuss their 

research and Higher Education science courses 
Over £1,880 was raised in aid of Comic Relief – activities included sponsored runs, cake and sweet sales 

and a sponsored silence 
Our Year 8 Netball Team reached the County Finals, finishing fourth overall 

Seven Year 12 students studying Health and Social Care visited the Barnabas Day Care Centre to link with 
their study of communication and individual rights 

February 
34 Year 12 Geographers collected data on sand dune erosion at Studland and then proceeded to analyse their data 

at Leeson House 
14 students studying A Level Physics visited the Medical Physics Department at Poole Hospital where they studied 

radiation in practice 
7 A Level Drama students attended a performance of “A Midsummer Night’s Dream” at the Nuffield Theatre in 

preparation for their final written exam 
Renowned author, Robert Muchamore, visited the school to give a lecture to students in Years 7 and 8 and carried 

out a well attended book-signing  
Our Year 8 Girls’ Cricket team were placed second in the Redlands Tournament 

All students in Year 9 visited the Natural History Museum, the London Eye and went on a river boat cruise in 
London to complement their Geography studies 

11 BTEC Performing Arts students performed at a special needs school, developing links with the community whilst 
undertaking a piece of assessment work 

Seventy Year 11 Artists visited the Tate Modern Gallery in London in preparation for their GCSE exam unit 
Over 50 students were involved as cast, crew or orchestra in the production of “Westside Story” our annual school 

musical 
Students experienced the elections process when they voted in the Dorset Youth Parliament elections 



Fourteen Year 13 Physicists visited the Greenwich Observatory to complement their Astrophysics studies 
Sixth Form students raised £3,000 in aid of The Outward Bound Trust and refurbishment of the Sixth Form 

area by abseiling down the water tower at Tower Park 
Nearly one hundred students from Lytchett Minster, Lytchett Matravers Primary, Upton Juniors and Sandford 

Middle School performed in the Pyramid Music Day 
20 Sixth Form students gained their “Appointed First Aider” qualification following an intensive course  

Thirty Year 9 students visited the Black Country to complement their Industrial Revolution historical studies 
Our Year 9 Boys’ Football Team defeated Corfe Hills 4-2 to win the Poole and East Dorset Tournament 

Year 10 GCSE students studying Art and Textiles visited the Southampton Art Gallery to view the visiting Andy 

Warhol exhibition as part of their coursework investigating 'Identity'  

Thirty four Year 12 Geographers collected fieldwork data in Portsmouth to complement their unit of work on 
rebranding 

Seven Year 12 Drama students attended a performance of “The Peeling” at the Poole Lighthouse Theatre to 
enable them to write a review on a live theatre experience as part of their studies 
Many of our young musicians succeeded in their Associated Board of Music exams 

Natalie Taylor (Year 10, Wealden) won the annual Sandwalk T-Shirt Design competition with an innovative 
design representing the charitable nature of the event 

16 of our Gifted and Talented Design and Technology students competed in the Rotary Bay Technology 
Tournament, narrowly missing out on the top prize 

April 
Natalie Bailey (Year 8), Becky Dechow (Year 8) and Nina Czarnokosa (Year 7) were crowned British Team 

Champions in the Under 13 Girls’ Elite Trampolining Finals held in Birmingham 
One hundred Year 7 students visited Legoland to observe ICT control and monitoring in action 

Seventy five Year 12 students attended a Higher Education conference at Bournemouth University to help them 
prepare for the university application process 

65 students and 8 staff visited the Swiss resort of Interlaken on a ski trip during the Easter holidays  
39 students from Years 11 to 13 visited Iceland on a Geography fieldtrip 

Forty students visited China on a cultural tour during the Easter holidays and travelled to Beijing and Xian, 
walked along the Great Wall of China, visited the Olympic Stadium, the Forbidden City, the Summer Palace and 

saw the Terracotta Warriors  
20 Sixth Form students attended a Psychology revision conference at the Ballard School in New Milton 

All Year 10 students took part in a “Meet the Scientist” and “Meet the Creatives” event to help inform A Level 
and career choices 

Mitchell Dennett (Year 11) became the national champion in the Under 55kg Sparring category at the national 
Tae Kwondo competition 

Rosie Hammick (Year 13) completed the Gold Duke of Edinburgh Award and received her certificate from the 
Duke himself at St James’ Palace 

The Under 16 Girls’ Football Team competed in the final of the County Cup 
Twenty one Year 9 students started a 10 week programme of One to One Tuition in English and Mathematics to 

boost their individual levels of attainment in their Core Subjects 



May 
Our young musicians performed in the Lower School Concert 

The Performing Arts “Arts Award” scheme was launched for Gifted and Talented students in Years 7, 8 and 9 
Year 10 students met with employers during the Work Experience Celebration event; Luca Infante was 
presented with the Work Experience Award and Sophie Stephenson received the Manor Plc Award 
Twenty students from Years 7 and 8 competed in the Junior Maths Challenge in conjunction with Leeds 
University; three students were awarded Gold, four achieved Silver and six gained Bronze certificates 
Eighty Year 10 students showcased their GCSE Art and Textiles coursework in the Manor Gallery in an 

exhibition entitled “The Verve”  
40 students watched Bath play against Surrey in a Superleague Netball match at Bath University 

Year 12 students took part in a number of team building, physical, creative and academically based events 
during Activity Week including a trip to London, a Dragon’s Den activity and a song writing competition 

Twelve Year 12 BTEC Sport students qualified as First Aiders following an intensive course  
Alice Palmer (Year 11) attended football trials for Southern England and impressed sufficiently to be offered 

places at several clubs including Arsenal, Chelsea and Reading 
Fifty Year 10 Historians visited the Imperial War Museum to complement their Modern History studies 

6 students who raised the highest amount of sponsorship money for last year’s Sandwalk were rewarded with 
a light aircraft flight over Poole Harbour 

Year 11 students celebrated the end of their GCSEs in style at their end of Year Prom 
Dan Mulryan (Year 10) became the County Cross Country 3000m champion 
Over 150 of the school’s dancers participated in an Elite Dance Show 

Fourteen of our Sports Leaders officiated at the county’s “Big Swing” golf event at Canford Magna 

June 
Students from Years 10 to 13 participated in the Rock Challenge Finals in Portsmouth 

39 students attended a match between England and Norway in an under 21 football match at Southampton 
Lily Tighe (Year 8) competed in the County Final of the National Tennis Competition “The Road to Wimbledon” 
Year 9 students attended a talk on the dangers of alcohol abuse as part of the PSHE healthy lifestyles module 
Forty four Year 9 students participated in a series of artist-led Art and Design taster workshops in preparation for 

their GCSE course 
All Year 9 students competed in a History competition to select the “Greatest Briton” of all time  

Thirty Year 8 students took part in the 19th annual Les Pieux French Exchange visit to Normandy 
A series of  Year 11 Master Classes for a variety of subjects were run in preparation for the GCSE examinations 
Eight Sports Captains from Years 9 and 10 were rewarded for their hard work with a trip to the Wimbledon Tennis 

Championships 
Twenty Year 12 students studying Art and Textiles participated in an artist-led drawing workshop 

The school Jazz Band performed at the Lytchett Minster Church Fete 
78 students from Wealden and Kimmeridge House were rewarded for their good behaviour and hard work with a 

trip to Thorpe Park 
Year 7 students visited Corfe Castle to complement their Humanities studies 

Jack Sharland (Year 12) competed in the Round the Island Youth Sailing Cup and won second place 
Sixth Form students celebrated the end of the school year with an annual Summer Ball held at the Springfield 

Hotel 
A number of students from our Feeder Schools participated in the Pyramid Music Festival 



July 
Fifteen Year 12 students visited the Roche Court Sculpture Park in Salisbury to complement their Art and 
Textiles studies and this was followed up with a one day sculpture workshop in school run by a local artist 
Five Year 12 linguists attended a Spanish revision and enrichment day at Ferndown Upper School 
Thirteen Year 8 students competed in the “Lytchett Great Bake Off” competition making Victoria 

Sandwich Cakes and the overall winner was Annie Stratman 
Thirty Year 7 students strengthened our community links by holding a cream tea in the Secret Garden for 

visitors from the Lewis Manning Hospice 
All Year 7 students attended a series of presentations and workshops on issues relating to young people 

run by Dorset Police entitled “Gaining Respect in People (GRIP)” 
Thirty five Year 10 students took part in a visit to the First and Second World War Battlefields of France 
and Belgium to complement their GCSE History studies. They visited parts of The Somme Battlefields, 
Vimy Ridge, Thiepval and the town of Ypres where they laid a wreath on the Memorial to the Dorsets 

on the Somme 
Forty Year 9 students participated in a robotics workshop day with cross curricular links to Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Maths, with many students achieving the Bronze Crest award 
A number of musicians participated in a folk music workshop run by the renowned group called 

Isambarde 
The senior Band went on tour and gave performances at our local Pyramid Schools 

BTEC Media students, Jack Bosworth, Derin Arnold, Tom Hart, Monica Bollani and Emma Denton were 
selected to screen their films at the prestigious Young Film Maker’s Festival in Bradford, West Yorkshire 
All students and teachers participate in two days of cross‐curricular enrichment activities on multi-

cultural, environmental, arts and healthy living themes 
A number of Year 12 students studying Photography, Art and Textiles attended a presentation from the 
Education Officer at the Arts Institute promoting awareness of the courses available to them in the future 
Media, Art, Textiles and Photography students showcased their creative work in an exhibition entitled “i-

Ball” 
Over 200 awards were presented to students at the annual Prize Giving Ceremony by special guest, Nigel 

Williams 
Wealden House held a family BBQ to welcome new students and to celebrate House successes 
Students participated in the annual Sports Day which was eventually won by Wealden House 

All students, teachers and a number of support staff participated in the annual Sandwalk event raising 
£18,178 for Cancer Research UK 

Lytchett held its fourth annual Arts Festival. Events included a photographic competition, a market in the 
school grounds and a number of musical performances by professional musicians and dancers  
A number of students took part in a workshop run by the acclaimed Tenors Unlimited 

Several soloists and our Orchestra gave a performance of “The Carnival of the Animals” and preformed in 
the operetta “Not in Front of the Waiter” in the Secret Garden 



 
August 2011 

Our A level and BTEC examination results are our best ever - 99% pass rate and 57% of grades at A*, A or 
B, with a staggering 81% of grades at A*-C  

Our students gain the highest ever number of top grades at A level, including an increased number of the 
new A* grades across a range of subjects 

Value-added once again placed us in top 13% in the country for A level and in the top 10% for BTEC 
performance 

Albert Watkins, Oliver Govier and Emily Atkinson achieved A* and A grades in all 11 subjects taken at GCSE 
Abbey Butterworth and Lauren Murray achieved A* and A grades in 10 subjects taken at GCSE 

68% of students achieved 5 or more GCSEs at Grades A* to C 
98% of students gained 5 or more GCSEs at Grades A* - G  

Henry Watkins progressed to University College, London to study Physics having gained Grade A* in 
Mathematics and Chemistry and Grade A’s in Physics and AS Further Mathematics 

Beth Willmot gained Grade A* in Psychology and Mathematics, and Grade A’s in Biology and in the Extended 
Project Qualification. Beth is now spending some time travelling in Australia  

Amy Short secured Grade A* in Biology, Grade A in Geography and Chemistry and Grade B in Physics and 
took up a place to study Biomedical Sciences at Cardiff University 

Monica Bollani guaranteed her place at Bournemouth University to study Psychology having achieved Grade 
A in Media, Psychology and Italian and Grade B in French  

Ben Newton secured a Grade A* pass in Mathematics, Grade A passes in History and Geography and added 
on a Grade A pass in AS Further Mathematics to convince Deloitte and Touche that he is indeed worthy of 
the training place they have offered him to work for a year in their London office before sponsoring him 

through university 
Danielle Weeks achieved A*A, A at A level in Sociology, Psychology and Media and joins the Film Studies 

department at Southampton University 
Reuben D’Orton Gibson and Jacob Lewis both obtained A, A, A Grades across a range of A level Sciences and 
Geography. Reuben will study Mechanical Engineering at the University of Nottingham, whilst Jacob is 

delighted to take up his place for Dentistry at the University of Bristol 
Sammy Ledden is progressing to Bournemouth University to study Psychology after securing an A Grade at A 
level in PE, Grade B in Psychology and Double Distinction (equivalent to 2 A grades) in the BTEC National 

Certificate in Health & Social Care  
A number of Sixth Form students studying BTEC Drama and Performing Arts travelled to the Edinburgh 
Fringe Festival where they experienced a wide variety of performances in many genres, including comedy, 

physical theatre, dance and drama 



 
 

A Sample of our Past Students – Where are they now? 
Nikki Barlow represented England in the Commonwealth Fencing Championships and her team won Gold  

Kelly Sillence graduated from Plymouth University with a First Class Degree in Human Biosciences. 
Izzie Moore achieved  a First Class Degree in Drama and the Performing Arts from Portsmouth University  

Peter Macfie achieved a First Class Honours Degree in Master of Physics from the University of 
Southampton; MSc with distinction in Medical Physics from Surrey University and a Doctorate of Engineering in 

Environmental Technology from Brunel University. Peter also won the Vice Chancellors prize for 
Doctoral Research in 2011 and is now a Power Systems Engineer working for National Grid. 

James Palmer achieved a degree in Geography from Cambridge University. He is now  working towards his PhD 
on “European renewable energy policy” 

Ben Wynn was awarded sponsorship to train as a  pilot with CTC Wings 
Peter Warbis obtained a First Class Degree with Honours in Computer Animation from Bournemouth University 

Sofia Hildebrand who having completed her Foundation course at the Arts Institute 
in Bournemouth this year where she was awarded 'Student of the Year', was accepted at the 

prestigious Sätergläntan College in Sweden which specialises in traditional handcraft textile techniques 
where she will be specialising in knitting and embroidery.  

Richard Sheridan competed in the European Tour of the HSBC Golf Championship 
Ian Legg, a member of the Royal Engineers Counter IED Task Force, received a Daily Mirror Pride of Britain award 

Nick Gregory achieved a First Class Master of Engineering Degree with honours in Aerospace Engineering and 
Astronautics from the University of Richmond. He is now a Propulsion Test Engineer 

Xavier Clarke achieved a 2:1 degree in English from Southampton University 
Christy Hehir achieved a First Class Honours Degree in European Tourism;  MSc in Tourism Development and 

won the award for Best International Thesis Award. She is now completing her PhD in “Tourism in the 
world’s most fragile regions” 
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