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Introduction

The Learning Support Department offers provision for those students who have particular learning needs.  Each student has his/her own pattern of strengths and weaknesses.  These are identified and strategies put in place to build on strengths and improve areas of difficulty.

We aim to develop a “can do” attitude in students, offering support and strategies to improve skills and develop learning, thus improving self-esteem and the achievement of personal success.

Staffing

The Student Support Centre (SSC) Learning Support Department staffing: Mark Shead (Head of SSC), Lynn Abbott (SENCO), two Senior Teaching Assistants, Tricia Courage and Sue Stretton, and a team of Teaching Assistants (TAs)
Sandra Coleman

Tracy Fowlie

Rosemarie Fry
Sarah Hatchard

Anita Townend
Nicky Sneddon

The SEN School Governor is Mike Peacock
Within the team, Tracy Fowlie and Sue Stretton have successfully achieved the status of Higher Level TA.
TAs, assisted by Sixth Formers, run a homework club in SSC5 every lunchtime.  This is well attended by students who need help with homework, class work or social skills.  It provides a safe, secure environment in which students can receive support.
Identification of Students’ Special Needs

This may be from

· Information from feeder schools

· Parental concerns

· Teacher or Teaching Assistant referral
· CATs/SATs results

· Reading tests

After an expression of concern, the SENCO assesses the student after parental consent has been obtained.  Strengths and weaknesses are identified, an IEP put in place if necessary, and teachers and parents are informed and involved.  If appropriate, referrals may be made to an outside agency.
External  provision:
We work with a range of specialist agencies in supporting our students.

· Ethnic Minority Achievement Services (Barbera Hart, liason Tracy Fowlie)

· Speech and Language Therapy services  (Jenna Eagles, liason Tracy Fowlie)

· Connexions ( Kate Thompson & Sally Hunt )

· School Nurse (Wendy Newman)

· Dorset SEN Services (Case worker, Rob Mullet)

· Educational psychologist (Dinah Fell)

· Hearing and Vision Impaired Services (Michelle Touye)

· School Doctor

· Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS)

· Youth Worker Social Inclusion (Nigel Tuffley)

· Behaviour Support Services (Ben Winstanley)

· Education Welfare and Social Service.

Support for students

Mostly students are supported in the classroom, but in some cases, they may be withdrawn from lessons to address specific difficulties.  For example
· Speech and Language difficulties

· English as a Foreign Language 
· Specialist teaching: dyslexia 

· Students with hearing or sight impairments 
· Small group withdrawal is important for improving literacy skills.

· Numeracy

· Social Skills 

TAs bring to the department a diversity of skills and experiences.  They use their interests to enhance their knowledge and expertise in order to provide first-rate support.
The Code of Practice register

The Code of Practice register is a record of Students who have difficulties that need to be addressed by more than the usual differentiation in the classroom. According to need, they may be placed at School Action or School Action Plus (support over and above that received in the classroom, outside agencies and/or specialist support may be involved.)  13 students at Lytchett have a Statement of Special Educational Needs. 
Students with Statements of Special Educational Needs are supported according to the recommendations in the Statement.  Objectives in the Statement are on Students’ Individual Education Plans.

IEPs

Every student on the Code of Practice register has an Individual Education Plan (IEP), a Personal Support Plan (PSP)  or an Individual Behaviour Plan(IBP).  An IEP is a document which gives an overview of the student’s strengths and weaknesses, provides strategies for support and the student’s personal targets. It is an essential tool for teachers to use in planning for differentiation for Special Needs students. The targets are also written in the student’s planner, for ease of accessibility.  Teachers are provided with hard copies of IEPs and they are also accessible on the School’s intranet system
Helpsheets booklet

Every teacher is given a booklet of “helpsheets”, which gives a brief summary of the various difficulties students at Lytchett may have, and suggests strategies to help them access the curriculum.
Examinations
Some students have Special Needs severe enough to entitle them to specific “Examination Access Arrangements”.  These have to be applied for and consent obtained from the examinations board.  Access arrangements may entail, among others, the use of a scribe, reader or extra time in examinations. 
Links with other schools

Feeder schools : Upton Juniors, Lytchett Matravers, Sandford Middle
Special schools : Beaucroft, Longspee
Colleges  Poole and Bournemouth College
Contact with parents 
Parents/carers are invited to discuss any concerns they may have regarding provision of support with members of the SSC team.  There is an official complaints procedure, information on which is available from the School. 

Parents have many skills and insights about their child, which can illuminate planning and provision and make processes and outcomes more effective. They are informed and involved if their child is considered cause for concern or if any additional action is taken to meet their educational needs.  They are encouraged to discuss any queries or concerns with a relevant member of staff.
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