INSIDE THE BLACK BOX
The publication “Inside the black box” is an influential pamphlet that summarises the main findings arising from 250 assessment articles (covering nine years of international research) studied by Paul Black and Dylan William.  The document is well known and widely used, and acts as a touchstone for many professionals in the field of assessment.

“Inside the black box” identifies five deceptively simple key factors which improve learning through assessment:

· Providing effective feedback to pupils;
· Actively involving students in their own learning;

· Adjusting teaching to take account of the results of assessment;

· Recognising the profound influence assessment has on the motivation and self-esteem of pupils, both of which are crucial to learning;

· Considering the need for pupils to be able to assess themselves and to understand how to improve;

The research also identifies a number of risks with regard to assessment:
· Valuing quantity and presentation rather than the quality of learning;

· Lowering the self esteem of pupils by over-concentrating on judgements rather than advice for improvement;

· Demoralizing pupils by comparing them negatively and repeatedly with more successful learners;

· Giving feedback which serves social and managerial purposes rather than helping pupils to learn more effectively;

· Working with an insufficient picture of pupils’ learning needs.

The publication concludes that good assessment for learning:

· Is embedded in a view of teaching and learning of which it is an essential part;

· Involves sharing learning goals with pupils;

· Aims to help pupils to know and to recognize the standards they are aiming for;

· Involves  pupils in self-assessment;
· Provides feedback which leads to pupils recognizing their next steps and how to take them;

· Involves both teacher and pupils reviewing, and reflecting on, assessment information.

Assessment for learning is something more than routine ongoing assessment involving marking and feeding back judgements.  It is bound into next steps, looks forward as well as back, and is closely allied to forward planning.

